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As the youngest daughter of the Empress Maria Theresa of Austria, Marie Antoinette was born
into a world of almost unbelievable privilege and power. As wife of Louis XVI of France she was
first feted and adored and then universally hated as tales of her dissipated lifestyle and
extravagance pulled the already discredited monarchy into a maelstrom of revolution, disaster
and tragedy.This illustrated first biography by historian and writer Melanie Clegg takes a fresh
look at the story of this most fascinating and misunderstood of queens, exploring her personal
tribulations as well as the series of disasters that brought her to the guillotine in October
1793.Melanie Clegg is the author of five historical novels and is also a regular contributor to
Majesty magazine and her own women's history blog Madame Guillotine. Her second biography,
a life of Marie de Guise, is due to be published by Pen and Sword Books in 2016.

About the AuthorFounded in 1947, Hal Leonard LLC has become the worlds largest source of
music performance and instructional materials, with a catalog of over a million products in both
physical and digital form. They represent many of the greatest songwriters and artists of all time
and publish and distribute works from all genres of music for all styles of musicians and
ensembles.
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Julianne Spitzner, “A great read!. This book is exactly what the author, Melanie Clegg, wanted it
to be: a light yet thorough biography of Marie Antoinette. Told in her conversational yet
informative style, this book is incredibly readable and full of facts that were new to me. I
particularly liked her description of the royal family's time in the Temple. Everything I've read
previously made it sound like it was almost the same as Marie Antoinette's time in her cell at the
Conciergerie, which it definitely was not. A highly entertaining and informative biography,
recommended highly.”

Amy_G, “Just what I was looking for. I have always been captivated by Marie Antoinette and
Versailles, but I absolutely hate politics. This book included all the glitzy details I crave about this
tragic fairytale without bogging itself down with the politics involved. There were of course bits of
politics detailed during the revolution portion, but just enough to help the reader understand why
this was happening. If I could go anywhere in the world, it would be Versailles, to walk the halls of
Marie and Louis XVI would be so surreal, and this book just increased my desire to be there.”

Kathryn, “Love this. I loved this book. I've read a lot of books on Marie Antoinette, from The
Queen's Confession 20+ years ago to The Memoir's of Rose Bertin, and quite a few of them
bored me to death. Melanie Clegg's Marie Antoinette and Louis XVl aren't just historical figures,
they're sympathetic, all too human people caught up in a fantasy world. When the revolution
inevitably occurs, they are like children completely clueless as to how they got there and with no
idea how to save themselves.This really is a wonderful book for anyone who loves history and
Melanie Clegg is an extremely readable writer.”

catriona, “A peek into the life of a tragic queen.. As an insight of the life and times of Marie
Antoinette, Melanie Clegg's first biography is a great read. Fascinating details of Court life in the
fishbowl of Versailles where the Royals were treated like exhibits in a zoo. As the author
intended, this biography is light reading , and shows empathy for a much maligned queen. This
is a book about a woman written for female readers.n”

Ebook Library Reader, “Interesting. I am not qualified to judge the historical accuracy of this
story. However, I found it compelling. I did not know understand the timelines of the French
Revolution and this makes me want to read more. I would have rated it a 5 with better editing.
There were a few places where I had to read a paragraph several times before I understood it.”

Ebook Library Reader, “I've read almost everything written in English - and some .... I've read
almost everything written in English - and some in French - about Marie Antoinette, and this
book offers details I've never read before.  This is very well done.”



natalie, “I really enjoyed with book. I really enjoyed with book, full of useful information and the
author did their research. I don't read historical biographies often, scared that they are just too
dry and boring to keep my attention, but this kept my attention.”

Glenn Hearnden, “Wonderful book. Having watched the recent BBC series I wanted to get a
deeper understanding and context for the life of Marie Antoinette. I couldn't put this book down.
I binged read this book to the end. Easy to read and answered so many questions from my
previous little known knowledge of the arranged marriage and the tragedy that befell them.
Great book.”

Mary Anne Hughes, “Question for Melanie Clegg. I’ve really enjoyed reading this, packed with
detail and a clear timeline (which isn’t always the case with other authors. I do have a question,
though, regarding the “yacht” in the English style purchased for the last trip to Fontainebleau. I
can’t find any other reference elsewhere and my Kindle copy, though it says there is a
bibliography, does not include one.Ms Clegg, if you read this, could you advise?”

Miss Nightingale, “History comes to life on every page. It should not be possible to make a
historical tragedy that everyone knows the ending of this exciting, but with her eye for detail,
shrewd character assessment and meticulous research, this is exactly what Melanie Clegg
manages to do. As readers we are plunged first of all in to the haphazard, bohemian world of the
young Marie, surrounded by family members adored, abhorred and endured with good grace. It
isn't long before the sunlit family picnics and casual enjoyment is struck down with sorrow, and
we begin to feel the doom closing in... At court in Versailles, Marie Anyoinette has been
transformed in to a glittering beauty, but isolated and bewildered she begins to make one bad
friendship decision after another, and the clouds close in further still. Every page thrusts us in to
the minutiae of life, yet the overarching politics that dominate it all are equally discussed and
presented in the most easily understood yet never patronising manner I have come across.
Through private letters, public reports and the very eyes of the principal players themselves,
Clegg makes history truly come alive and I was held breathlessly enthralled throughout. Highly
recommended!”

Mishka, “Cinq etoiles!. I am a massive history geek, and I especially love reading about famous
and doomed queens. This biography is well written, concise, accessible and really drew me into
the whole tradegy of Marie Antoinette.I really enjoyed reading this book and finished it in two
sittings, the hysteria of the French Revolution is palable at the end. Hard to believe sometimes
that this actually happened, it's like a tragedy where everything that could go wrong for the
heroine at the end does.She may not have been perfect, but as Melanie makes clear she wasn't
a bad person. Just maybe not the brightest, and brought up in such a way she couldn't see
where she was going wrong.Great historical read. Also, recommend the authors other books



highly.”

sam b, “All that I expected and more besides.... Having read all of this wonderful authors
historical fiction, I was eager to get hold of this intimate history of Marie Antoinette. It is a
fascinating, detailed and intriguing read and I can honestly say I loved it! You have to pay
attention to the exquisitely long and detailed names of all the persons and places mentioned but
this just heightened my fascination. The bonus pictures and details of related tourist attractions
still in existence will be firmly added to my 'travel to do' list. I highly recommend!”

The book by Melanie Clegg has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 148 people have provided feedback.
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